[An example of research and actions related to perinatal mortality in Guadeloupe. Factors and profiles of sociodemographic risk].
Perinatal risk factors in Guadeloupe (French West Indies) have been analysed from a community-based case-control survey. Two hundred and sixty four perinatal deaths were involved along with 605 controls. Principal component factor analysis of individual risk characteristics was used to identify risk group profiles. These risk profiles were: "single women of low socio-economical status" (17% of the variability), "traditional Caribbean housewives" (14%), "single adolescents" (7%), and "immigrant women" (10%). Only the three first were significantly associated with a poor outcome for the current pregnancy. This approach may be fruitful in planning for public health interventions to prevent perinatal risk. Also, risk profile concepts may be well-accepted by physicians and care providers, in routine practice, for screening of individual at-risk patients.